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ART / ART HISTORY 
UPPER-DIVISION 
COURSE 
 
Couse No. TBA 

GREAT MASTERS OF THE PRADO 
The aim of this course is to make students familiar with the most relevant and 
internationally outstanding Spanish and European artists within the Prado Museum 
Permanent Collections. The course will help students to fully understand and assimilate 
art history fundamental concepts and movements such as Renaissance, Baroque, and 
Neoclassicism, with a specific concentration on Spanish masters such as El Greco, 
Velázquez, and Goya. Simultaneously, it will help students confront Spain’s and Europe 
most controversial history: from the dark Medieval Ages to the beginning of the 19th 
Century. 

3 
Credits  

BUSINESS 
BUS 301 
 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TODAY AND TOMORROW 
Businesses face a new dynamic, one that poses significant challenges as well as 
opportunities–the need to “green” their products and services. Many analysts forecast 
that environmentally driven businesses will represent one of the world’s major forces 
and industries in the 21st century. This course also analyses issues of constant change by 
focusing on the internet and robotics, info-tech and social media in the promotional mix, 
legal and ethical practice, entrepreneurial activity, socially responsible business and 
business culture and etiquette.  

3 
Credits 

BUS 303 
 

INTERCULTURAL MANAGEMENT 
This course is designed to introduce students to concepts and fundamentals of 
international management. The course will consider aspects of management within an 
international and culturally complex environment, while considering the business 
influences within the global workplace.  

3 
Credits  

BUS 305 
 

GLOBAL MARKETING 
Exploration of basic knowledge of global marketing focusing on the impact of 
environment on the strategies used by firms and understanding of consumer behavior 
management as it relates to the development and implementation of global marketing 
strategies.  

3 
Credits  

 BUS 316 CONSUMER BEHAVIOR  
This course provides students with an understanding of the behavior of consumers in the 
marketplace, using an interdisciplinary approach that employs concepts from such fields 
as economics, psychology, social psychology, sociology, and psychoanalysis. Topics 
include motivation, perception, attitudes, consumer search, and post-transactional 
behavior. 

3 
Credits 

BUS 341 
 

INTERNSHIP 
Internship positions in various enterprises from small local businesses to regional chains 
to multi-nationals with offices in the Barcelona area. Students usually work 10-12 hours 
per week on site, submitting regular written reports to their professors at IAU. An upper-
intermediate level of Spanish or higher is essential. Availability depends on company 
offers. Flexible hours according to your course schedule.  

3 
Credits  

FIN 300 
 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
This course is an introduction to the main areas of corporate finance. Its focus is on 
developing an understanding of the tools and methodologies available to the financial 
manager for decision-making in capital budgeting, working capital management, capital 

3 
Credits  



 
 

structure and profit planning and control. 

FIN 301 
 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 
The International Finance module provides an understanding of finance in the 
international context.  In a globally integrated world, it has become imperative to trade, 
invest and conduct business operations internationally.  The course exposes the students 
to the opportunities and risks associated with international finance.  As the world has 
become more integrated due to deregulation of financial markets, product innovation 
and technology, capital markets have kept pace with this integration.  The study of 
international finance has therefore become essential and builds upon the understanding 
of theoretical concepts of finance and their adaptation to the international context.  The 
course coverage includes historical perspectives and foundations of international 
finance, the foreign exchange markets and exchange rate determination, exposure 
management, financial management of a multinational firm.  The course also helps 
students examine the current economic landscape through topical discussions of current 
economic and political development and their impact on international finance. 

3 
Credits  

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA STUDIES 

  COM 316 
 

MEDIA AND CONFLICT 
This course examines the role media play in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity. 

3 
Credits  

  COM 318  
  
 

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
The main differences the course focuses on are nationality, race, class, gender and 
religion. Students will study and observe how different identities under those categories 
affect people’s perceptions of themselves as individuals, themselves within their groups, 
themselves within other groups, and how those perceptions affect the way they 
communicate and interpret messages. In response to the changes in the way we 
communicate due to communication, the course will also focus on the impact of 
technology on intercultural communication as well as the ways that different cultures 
utilize the various forms of social media platforms.   

3 
Credits  

HISTORY 

  UPPER-DIVISION  
  COURSE 
 
  Couse No. TBA 
 

POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: first, 
the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 
parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish government 
under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over the last three 
decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and political crisis. 

3 credits 

HIS 327 
   In Spanish 
 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also the 
various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and cinema). 
By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain changed 
from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West. 

3 credits 

LANGUAGE 



 
 

  SPA 101 
 

BEGINNING SPANISH I 
Intensive practical introduction to Spanish for those with little or no previous study.  
 

3 
Credits  

  SPA 102 
 

BEGINNING SPANISH II 
Intensive practical study of more advanced components of the Spanish language for 
those who have completed the equivalent of one semester of college-level Spanish. 

3 
Credits  

  SPA 201 
 

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I 
Continued development of competence in reading, writing, speaking, and understanding 
spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have completed the equivalent of one year 
of college-level Spanish. 

3 
Credits  

 SPA 201 à  202 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I then INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II 
A year of college credit in one semester intended for those who have completed the 
equivalent of two semesters of college-level Spanish.  Intensive four hours’ 
classroom learning tied to two hours’ practical workshops and activities.  
Development of oral Spanish thorough conversation. 

6 
Credits 

  SPA 202 
 

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II 
Continued development of competence in more advanced elements of reading, writing, 
speaking, and understanding spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have 
completed the equivalent of three semesters of college-level Spanish. 

3 
Credits  

  SPA 300 
 

CONVERSATION 
A course designed for students who wish to enhance their command of spoken 
Spanish, including building vocabulary and expanding the use of more advanced 
grammatical structures. This course does not accept students who already have high 
intermediate or advanced oral proficiency in the language. A brief interview with the 
instructor is required for admission. 

3 
Credits  

  SPA 301 
 
 

ADVANCED GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION  
This course includes a detailed review of Spanish grammar and a rigorous writing 
component which will allow the student to perfect Spanish composition skills 
through drafts, revisions, and final projects 

3 
Credits  

SPA 303 INTRODUCTION TO HISPANIC LITERATURE 
A preparatory course for students intending to pursue studies in Hispanic literature. 
Selected readings will provide the basis for stylistic and textual analysis and 
understanding of the structure of literary works. The historical development of genres 
and the technical vocabulary necessary for critical analysis will be included. 

3 Credits 

SPA 307 INTRODUCTION TO HISPANIC LINGUISTICS 
This course serves as an introduction to the formal linguistic analysis of the Spanish 
language. It surveys key areas of the field of Spanish Linguistics, including Phonology and 
Phonetics, Morphology, and Syntax. Additional topics (Historical Linguistics, Semantics, 
Psycholinguistics, Dialectology, Bilingualism, etc.) in the context of the Spanish language 
may also be covered. 

3 Credits 

SPA 327 
 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also the 
various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and cinema). 
By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain changed 
from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West. 

3 Credits 

  SPA 356 
   

SPAIN AS SEEN THROUGH ITS MOVIES   
This course will investigate the ways in which film narratives interrogate the role of 
place, space, and culture in understanding Spain today. Students will learn how to 
critically examine the connection between content (Spain in global context), intertextual 

3 
Credits  



 
 

elements (theatre, painting, architecture), and overall cinematic form. 

SPA 357 
   
 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical and 
comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and Spanish 
experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of nationalism, as 
well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its emergence, 
transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a solid theoretical 
background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the students into the 
social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and shapes Spaniard’s 
political mind-frames and identities. 

3 
Credits 

  UPPER-DIVISION  
  COURSE 
 
  Couse No. TBA 

 

  SPANISH VARIATION IN THE HISPANIC WORLD 
  Introduction to language change and a panoramic overview of regionally and socially  
  conditioned linguistic variation in Peninsular and Latin American Spanish, including topics 
  such as language contact and bilingualism. 

3 
Credits 

  SPA 341 
 

INTERNSHIP 
Internship positions in various enterprises from small local businesses to regional chains 
to multi-nationals with offices in the Barcelona area. Students usually work 10-12 hours 
per week on site, submitting regular written reports to their professors at IAU. An upper-
intermediate level of Spanish or higher is essential. Availability depends on company 
offers. Flexible hours according to your course schedule.  

3 
Credits 

PHILOSOPHY 

PHI 312 
 

ETHICS IN SOCIETY 
From the perspective of selected topical issues of politics and society, students will be 
encouraged to develop an enhanced critical awareness of how major political and social 
thinkers in the past have treated the relationship between individual and society. The 
course will thus include the study of prominent texts in moral and political philosophy 
(from Plato and Aristotle to authors of the twentieth century), but it will also aim directly 
to improve students’ analytical skills for understanding conflicts that commonly arise in 
the practice of citizenship, while also helping them to develop a finer appreciation the 
significance of social change and of cultural diversity, in an emergent global society.   

3 
Credits  

POLITICAL SCIENCE / INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS / SOCIOLOGY 

  IR 316 
   
 

MEDIA AND CONFLICT 
This course examines the role media play in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity.  

3 
Credits  

UPPER-DIVISION 
COURSE 
 

  Couse No. TBA  

POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: first, 
the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 
parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish government 
under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over the last three 
decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and political crisis. 

3 
Credits  

POL 357 
   In Spanish 

 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical and 
comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and Spanish 
experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of nationalism, as 
well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its emergence, 

3 Credits 



 
 

transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a solid theoretical 
background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the students into the 
social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and shapes Spaniard’s 
political mind-frames and identities. 

  PSYCHOLOGY 

PSY 335 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
The study of the ways in which the individual is affected by the actual, imagined, or 
implied presence of others. Topics include social influence, self and social group identity, 
interpersonal and intergroup relations, diversity, group behavior, violence, and prosocial 
behavior. 

3 credits 

SOCIOLOGY 

SOC 357  
In Spanish 
 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical and 
comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and Spanish 
experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of nationalism, as 
well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its emergence, 
transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a solid theoretical 
background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the students into the 
social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and shapes Spaniard’s 
political mind-frames and identities. 

3 
Credits 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

REL 312 
 

THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM: JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM  
This course is a comparative study of the three Abrahamic religions; Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam.  It examines the shared aspects as well as the distinct elements of these 
religions, and shows that sometimes these traditions work together and sometimes they 
are at odds with each other.  The course first introduces the three Abrahamic religions 
emphasizing their common source.  Then it compares them along thematic lines, and 
finally it examines the way these three major traditions impact the modern West and the 
Middle East specifically.  Among the themes to be discussed are: Abraham, scripture and 
tradition, law, the creation, God, worship, mysticism, the house of God, the tradition of 
head covering, homosexuality, Jerusalem, and the end of times.  

3 credits 

 


